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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Amendment filed on July 19, 2007 has been received and entered. Application 
10/519,861 Claims 1, 5 and 13-18 are now pending claims 2-4 and 6-12 have been cancelled and 
claims 15-18 are new. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicants Amendment has overcome the previous. Drawings and claim objections and 
rejections under 35 USC 112. The rejection therefore, withdrawn. 

Election/Restrictions 

3. Newly submitted claim 15 is directed to an invention that is independent or distinct firom the 
invention originally claimed for the following reasons: 

Independent claims 1^ 13 and 14 , describe a database that stores search targets, with 
display flags and search entries and categories that are used to help customize and narrow 
search strategies. Furthermore the GUI interface is operable to receive user selections and 
customize the interface accordingly and also search target database accordingly 

Independent Claim 15 describes the actual structure and the components or 
categories of the search fields 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, 
this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the merits. 
Accordingly, claim 15 is withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. 
See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under the section made in this office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless 

(b) the invention ms patented or described in a printed publication in this or a Jomgi country or in public use or on sak in this 
country, mm than one year prior to the date of explication for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1, 5, 13, 14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kraft 
et al. (US 6,137,488) Date of Patent October 24, 2000. 

As per Claim 1, FCraft discloses a patent information searching apparatus for searching a 
database based on a search criterion entered by a user, the patent information searching apparatus 
comprising: 

a database that stores a plurality of pieces of patent information data as search a field information 
holding unit operable to hold, (See Column.6, lines 20-28, wherein a patent data base 
information search fields is disclosed; as taught by Kraft) 

for each of search purposes corresponding to procedures relating to patent, field 
information and to hide any of the plurality of data entry fields not indicated by the held field 
information, (See Fig.4 wherein added fields are displayed and fields not indicated to be 
added are hidden; as taught by Kraft) as display flags that correspond one-to-one to data-entry 
fields to be used by the user for entering the search criterion, (See Fig.4, wherein the display flag 
+ corresponds to search criterion to be entered by the user; as taught by Kraft) and that each 
indicates whether or not to display a corresponding one of the data-entry fields, (See Fig. 5, 
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wherein the + and - signs indicate either to display the data entry field; as taught by Kraft) , 
wherein and further hold character string data for displaying names of categories of the data-entry 
fields, (See Fig. 5, wherein the entry filed includes character string data to display category 
names; as taught by Kraft) and character string data for displaying names of the data-entry fields, 
(See Fig. 5, wherein the entry filed includes character string data to display category names; 
as taught by Kraft) each data-entry field being categorized in any of the categories including a 
classification category, a number category, a date category, a unique-name category and a text 
category; (See Column.2, lines 15-22 and Column.69 lines 20-30, user selects the desired 
classification entry from a list of available classification entries, if the form being completed 
is a patent database search query, some exemplary classification entries might be: 
"description," "tide," "inventor," "assignee," "licensee," "year," and a generic category 
for data not belonging in the listed classification entries; as taught by Kraft) a category display 
unit operable to display a list of the categories using the character string data for displaying the 
names of the categories; (See Column.6, lines 7-48, wherein a patent data base information 
search fields is disclosed, wherein category fields can be added and removed from the 
search using flags, wherein the fields correspond to text fields and classification fields, year 
name; as taught by Kraft) 

a category receiving unit operable to receive, from the user, a selection of one or more 
categories from the list of the categories; (See Column.6, lines 20-27, wherein a list of categories 
is displayed where a user can select form; as taught Kraft) 

a field list display unit operable to display a list of data-entry fields in each of the selected 
categories using the character string data for displaying the names of the data-entry fields, and not to 
display a list of data-entry fields in the other categories that are not selected; (See Column.6, lines 
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28-36, wherein the data entry field could be a preprogrammed list of expected input data; as 
taught by Kraft) 

a field receiving unit operable to receive, firom the user, a selection of one or more data-entry 
fields that are to be used for conducting the search from the data-entry fields displayed in the list, 
(See Column.6, lines 28-36, wherein the data entry fields that are populated with common 
preprogrammed values could be selected; as taught by Kraft) 

an update unit operable to update the field information by setting display flags 
corresponding to the selected data-entry fields and clearing display flags corresponding to data- 
entry, fields not selected by the user; (See Column.6, lines 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry 
and classification fields can be added and removed, wherein when the entry field is removed 
the display removes the entry field and its flags; as taught by Kraft) 

a field display unit operable, in accordance with the field information, to display the data- 
entry fields for which the display flags have been set, and not display the data-entry fields for which 
the display flags have been cleared; (See Column.6, lines 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry 
and classification fields and be added and removed using, the interface3 changes based on 
adding additional field templates; as taught by Kraft) 

a data searching unit operable to receive the search criterion entered in the data- entry fields 
displayed by the field display unit, and search for data matching the received search criterion; (See 
Column.8, lines 20-25, allows the user to create sophisticated search terms by indenting the 
appropriate field templates; as taught Kraft) 

and a search result display unit operable to display a result of the search conducted by the 
data searching unit; (See Column. 14, lines 20-30, which receives the completed form, identifies 
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any patents that satisfy the criterion set forth in the field templates, and returns a listing of 
those patents to the user; as taught by Kraft). 

As per Claim 5 . the rejection of claim 1 is hereby incorporated by reference; Kraft further 
discloses the category display unit displays the list of the categories on a screen where the data-entry 
fields are displayed by the field display unit, the field list display unit displays the list of the data- 
entry fields on the screen where the data-entry fields are displayed by the field display.unit, and the 
field display unit updates the displayed data-entry fields immediately when the field receiving unit 
receives the selection of the data-entry fields; (See Column.7, lines 1-16, wherein additional entry 
field is displayed after a selection to do so; as taught by Kraft). 

As per Claim 13, Kraft discloses a patent information searching method for searching, using 
a patent information searching apparatus, for a desired piece of patent information data based on a 
search criterion entered by a user, the patent information searching apparatus comprising: 

a database that stores a plurality of pieces of patent information data as search targets; (See 
Column.6, lines 20-28, wherein a patent data base information search fields is disclosed; as 
taught by Kraft) 

and a field information holding unit operable to hold, for each of search purposes 
corresponding to procedures relating to a patent, (See Fig.4 wherein added fields are displayed 
and fields not indicated to be added are hidden; as taught by Kraft) field information as 
display flags that correspond one-to-one to data-entry fields to be used by the user for entering the 
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search criterion, (See Fig.4, wherein the display flag + corresponds to search criterion to be 
entered by the user; as taught by Kraft) and that each indicates whether or not to display a 
corresponding one of the data-entry fields, (See Fig. 5, wherein the + and - signs indicate either 
to display the data entry field; as taught by Kraft) and further hold character string data for 
displaying names of categories of the data-entry fields, (See Fig, 5, wherein the entry filed 
includes character string data to display category names; as taught by Kraft) and character 
string data for displaying names of the data-entry fields, (See Fig. 5, wherein the entry filed 
includes character string data to display category names; as taught by Kraft) each data-entry 
field being categorized in any of the categories including a classification category, a number category, 
a date category, a unique-name category and a text category, (See Column.2, lines 15-22 and 
Column.6, hues 20-30, user selects the desired classification entry from a Ust of available 
classification entries, if the form being completed is a patent database search query, some 
exemplary classification entries might be: "description," "title," "inventor," "assignee," 
"licensee," "year," and a generic category for data not belonging in the listed classification 
entries; as taught by Kraft) and the patent information searching method comprising: a category, 
display step of displaying a list of the categories using the character string data for displaying the 
names of the categories; (See Column.6, lines 7-48, wherein a patent data base information 
search fields is disclosed, wherein category fields can be added and removed from the 
search using flags, wherein the fields correspond to text fields and classification fields, year 
name; as taught by Kraft) 

a category receiving step of receiving, from the user, a selection of one or more categories 
from the list of the categories; (See Colunm.6, lines 20-27, wherein a list of categories is 
displayed where a user can select form; as taught Kraft) 
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a field list display step of displaying a list of data-entry fields in each of the selected 
categories using the character string data for displajang the names of the data-entry fields, and not to 
displaying a list of data-entry fields in the other categories that are not selected; (See Column.6y 
lines 28-36, wherein the data entry field could be a preprogrammed list of expected input 
data; as taught by Kraft) 

a field receiving step of receiving, from the user, a selection of one or more data- entry 
fields that are to be used for conducting the search from the data-entry fields displayed in the list; 
(See Column.6, lines 28-36, wherein the data entry fields that are populated with common 
preprogrammed values could be selected; as taught by Kraft) 

an update step of updating the field information by setting display flags corresponding to the 
selected data-entry fields and clearing display flags corresponding to data- entry fields not selected by 
the user; (See Column.6, lines 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry and classification fields can 
be added and removed, wherein when the entry field is removed the display removes the 
entry field and its flags; as taught by Kraft) 

a field display step of, in accordance with the field information, displaying the data-entry 
fields for which the display flags have been set, and not displaying the data-entry fields for which the 
display flags have been cleared; (See Column.6, Unes 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry and 
classification fields and be added and removed using, the interface3 changes based on 
adding additional field templates; as taught by Kraft) 

a data searching step of receiving the search criterion entered in the data-entry fields 
displayed in the field display step, and searching for data matching the received search criterion; (See 
Column.8, lines 20-25, allows the user to create sophisticated search terms by indenting the 
appropriate field templates; as taught Kraft) 
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and a search result display step of displajnng a result of the search conducted in the data 
searching step; (See Column. 14, lines 20-30, which receives the completed form, identifies any 
patents that satisfy the criterion set forth in the field templates, and retiims a listing of those 
patents to the user, as taught by Kraft). 

As per Claim 14. Kraft discloses a patent information searching program for 
searching, using a patent information searching apparatus, for a desired piece of 
patent information data based on a search criterion entered by a user, the patent information 
searching apparatus comprising; (See Column.6, lines 20-28, wherein a patent data base 
information search fields is disclosed; as taught by Kraft) 

a database that stores a plurality of pieces of patent information data as search 

targets; (See Column.6, lines 20-28, wherein a patent data base information search fields is 

disclosed; as taught by Kraft) 

and a field information holding unit operable to hold, for each of search purposes 
corresponding to procedures relating to a patent, (See Fig.4, wherein the field information used 
to seach patent related information; as taught by Kraft) field information as display flags that 
correspond one-to-one to data-entry fields to be used by the user for entering the search criterion, 
(See Fig.4, wherein the display flag + corresponds to search criterion to be entered by the . 
user; as taught by Kraft) and that each indicates whether or not to display a corresponding one of 
the data-entry fields, (See Fig. 5, wherein the + and - signs indicate either to display the data 
entry field; as taught by Kraft) and fiirther hold character string data for displaying names of 
categories of the data-entry fields, (See Fig. 5, wherein the entry filed includes character string 
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data to display category names; as taught by Kraft) and character string data for displaying 
names of the data-entry fields, (See Fig, 5, wherein the entry filed includes character string 
data to display category names; as taught by Kraft) each data-entry field being categorized in 
any of the categories including a classification category, a number category, a date category, a 
unique-name category and a text category, (See Column.2, lines 15-22 and Colunin.6| lines 20- 
30, user selects the desired classification entry from a list of available classification entries, if 
the form being completed is a patent database search query, some exemplary classification 
entries might be: "description," "title," "inventor," "assignee," "licensee," "year," and a 
generic category for data not belonging in the listed classification entries; as taught by 
Kraft) and the patent information searching program causes the patent information searching 
apparatus to execute: (See Column.6, lines 7-48, wherein a patent data base information 
search fields is disclosed, wherein category fields can be added and removed from the 
search using flags, whereiii the fields correspond to text fields and classification fields, year 
name; as taught by Kraft) 

a category display step of displaying a list of the categories using the character string data for 
displaying the names of the categories; (See Colimin.6, lines 20-27, wherein a Ust of categories is 
displayed where a user can select form; as taught Kraft) 

a category receiving step of receiving, from the user, a selection of one or more categories 
from the list of the categories; (See Column.6, Unes 20-27, wherein a list of categories is 
displayed where a user can select form; as taught Kraft) 

a field list display step of displaying a list of data-entry fields in each of the selected 
categories using the character string data for displaying the names of the data-entry fields, and not to 
displaying a list of data-entry fields in the other categories that are not selected; (See Column.6, 
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lines 28-36, wherein the data entry field could be a preprogrammed list of expected input 
data; as taught by Kraft) 

a field receiving step of receiving, firom the user, a selection of one or more data- entry fields 
that are to be used for conducting the search from the data-entry fields displayed in the list; (See 
Column.6, lines 28-36, wherein the data entry fields that are populated with common 
preprogrammed values could be selected; as taught by Kraft) 

an update step of updating the field information by setting display flags corresponding to the 
selected data-entry fields and clearing display flags corresponding to data- entry_ fields not selected 
by the user; (See Column.6, Unes 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry and classification fields 
can be added and removed, wherein when the entry field is removed the display removes the 
entry field and its flags; as taught by Kraft) 

a field display step of, in accordance with the field information, displaying the data-entry 
fields for which the display flags have been set, and not displaying the data-entry fields for which the 
display flags have been cleared; (See Column.6, lines 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry and 
classification fields and be added and removed using, the interface3 changes based on 
adding additional field templates; as taught by Kraft) 

a data searching step of receiving the search criterion entered in the data-entry fields 
displayed in the field display step, and searching for data matching the received search criterion; (See 
Column.8, lines 20-25, allows the user to create sophisticated search terms by indenting the 
appropriate field templates; as taught Kraft) 

a search result display step of displaying a result of the search conducted in the data 
searching step; (See Column. 14, Unes 20-30, which receives the completed form, identifies any 
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patents that satisfy the criterion set forth in the field templates, and returns a Usting of those 
patents to the user; as taught by Kraft). 

As per Claim 16, the rejection of claim 1 is hereby incorporated by reference; Kraft discloses 
the field receiving unit receives from the user, a selection two or more data-entry fields that are to be 
used for conducting the search from the data-entry fields displayed in the list, (See Column.6, lines 
20-27, wherein a Ust of categories is displayed where a tiser can select form, See Column.6, 
lines 28-36, wherein the data entry field could be a preprogrammed list of expected input 
data, wherein the in the list two or more selection can be made, wherein the entry filed 
could be a checkable list. See Column.6, lines 10-25; as taught Kraft) 

the update unit updates the field information by setting display flags corresponding to the 
two or more selected data-entry fields and clearing display flags corresponding to data-entry fields 
not selected by the user, (See Column.6, lines 38-55, see Fig. 4, wherein the entry and 
classification fields can be added and removed, wherein when the entry field is removed the 
display removes the entry field and its flags; as taught by Kraft) 

and the field display unit, in accordance with the field information, simultaneously displays 
the two or more data-entry fields for which the display flags have been set, and not display the data- 
entry fields for which the display flags have been cleared; (See Column.6, Unes 38-55, see Fig. 4, 
wherein the entry and classification fields can be added wherein the display adds the field 
with the flag indication of addition and removed, wherein when the entry field is removed 
the display removes the entry field and its flags; as taught by Kraft) 
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6. Claim 17^ is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kraft et al. (US 
6,137,488) Date of Patent October 24, 2000, further in view of Dasan et al. (US 5,761,662) Date of 
Patent June 2, 1998 

As per Claim 17. the rejection of claim 1 is hereby incorporated by reference, Kraft fails to 
disclose a user ID input unit to accept a user ID wherein the display flags are associated with the 
user ID such that the display flags are preserved when the user ID is accepted at a subsequent 
period of time. 

On the other hand Dasan teaches a user ID input unit to accept a user ID wherein the 
display flags are associated with the user ID such that the display flags are preserved when the user 
ID is accepted at a subsequent period of time; (retrieving infomiation based on a user-defined 
profile (e.g. a personalized newspaper). A user-controlled client establishes communication 
with a stateless server, the server presenting a list of options to the client (e.g. via Hypertext 
Transfer Protocol (HTTP) exchanges) between the server and the client. The client 
provides an identification of the user-defined profile. The server engages a first application 
program (e.g. via a Common Gateway Interface (CGI)), the first application program 
retrieving the user-defined profile wherein the user-defined profile identifies information 
which is of interest to the user; Paragraph. 10, lines 1-10; as taught by Dasan). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the computer art at 
the time of the invention was made to incorporate the Dasan teachings to Kraft system. One skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention would have found it motivating to use personalized 
information retrieval system of Dasan into the full-text search and query system of Kraft for the 
purpose retrieving data from a server based upon a defined and stored user profile of desired 
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information; [Paragraph.28, lines 1-3] as taught by Dasan. In addition, the references (Dasan 
and Kraft) teach features that are directed to analogous art and they are directed to the same field of 
endeavor, such as, querying databases. This close relation between both of the references highly 
suggests an expectation of success. 

7. Claim 18^ is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kraft et al. (US 
6,137,488) Date of Patent October 24, 2000, in view of Dasan et al. (US 5,761,662) Date of Patent 
June 2, 1998, and further in view of Kasahara et al. (US 5,123,088) Date of Patent June 16, 1992 

As per Claim 18, the rejection of claim 17 is hereby incorporated by reference, Kraft 
discloses wherein the display flags have been set, and the display flags have been cleared; (See 
Column.6, lines 7-48, wherein entry field display flags are used to add or remove fields; as 
taught by Kraft). However Kraft is silent with respect to having the display flags with associated 
values 1 and 0. 

On the other hand Kasahara teaches to having display flags with associated values 1 and 0; 
(See Column.?, lines 56-60; wherein display flags are hold the values 1 and 0; as taught by 
Kasahara) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the computer art at 
the time of the invention was made to incorporate the Kasahara teachings to the combined Dasan 
and Kraft system. One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would have found it motivating 
use different display flag values to easily distinguish between visible and invisible entry fields. In 
addition, the references (Kasahara, Dasan and Kraft) teach features that are directed to analogous art 
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and they are directed to the same field of endeavor, such as, display or view properties. This close 
relation between both of the references highly suggests an expectation of success. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordmgly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is 
not mailed until cfterthe end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period mil expire 
on the date the advisory action is mailed^ and arry extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) wiU be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
date of this final action. 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-Form 892 for listed of cited references. 

Point of Contact 

11. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Sherief Badawi whose telephone number is (571) 272-9782. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30-5:00, Alt Friday off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. . Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 



system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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